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"Grandin has always been a brilliant historian; now he uses his detective skills in a book that is

absolutely crucial to understanding our present."â€•Naomi Klein, author of No LogoThe British and

Roman empires are often invoked as precedents to the Bush administration's aggressive foreign

policy. But America's imperial identity was actually shaped much closer to home. In a brilliant

excavation of long-obscured history, Empire's Workshop shows how Latin America has functioned

as a proving ground for American strategies and tactics overseas. Historian Greg Grandin follows

the United States' imperial operations from Jefferson's aspirations for an "empire of liberty" in Cuba

and Spanish Florida to Reagan's support for brutally oppressive but U.S.-friendly regimes in Central

America. He traces the origins of Bush's current policies back to Latin America, where many of the

administration's leading lights first embraced the deployment of military power to advance free

market economics and enlisted the evangelical movement in support of their ventures.With much of

Latin America now in open rebellion against U.S. domination, Grandin asks: If Washington failed to

bring prosperity and democracy to Latin Americaâ€•its own backyard "workshop"â€•what are the

chances it will do so for the world?
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This is truly an excellent book that in a clear way illustrates American involvement in South and

Central America.The book begins by telling the story about how Kennedy set out to reshape the



Americas into a place where true revolutionary ideals could grow spread by free men and women.

He started something called the "Alliance for progress" which contained the nucleus of this idea.

The problem was that he armed exactly those people who where completley opposed to these

revolutionary ideas. thus began an era of counterrevolution, that gave birth to the death squads and

coups in Brazil, Uruguay, Chile and Argentina. When Richard Nixon arrived in Venezuela in 1958

his limousine was attacked by an angry mob. The next day they cleared the streets with tear gas so

he could leave safely. This set the tone for American and Latin American relation in the coming

years. Allendes election in Chile terrified Nixon because Allende wasnt trying to create another

Cuba with Soviet style repression of civil liberties. He wanted a socialist state that would be a

symbol of real reform, and this was truly frightening to Washington. Therefore Nixon with the help of

the strong arm of the CIA ordered Allendes downfall.Later when Reagan came to power he saw his

purpose to reinstate a sense of national purpose and this he did by restoring military power. Almost

all of Latin America was ruled at the time by pro american dictators, but something was starting to

brew in Central America. The hardest hit countries where El Salvador, Nicaragua and Guatemala.

US allies killed approximatley 300,ooo people during Reagans two terms. Hundreds of thousands

where tortured.
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